
3 April 2024 

  

Week 10 Term 1 

 

 

Fri 5 April  Sausage sizzle $2 

Saturday 

6 April 

Russley movie night 5pm 

(hall doors open 4.45pm) 

Wed 10 April - Assembly 2.15pm 

- Community partnerships 

meeting: interested parents 

welcome, Te Ura block, 6.30pm  

Fri 12 April - Cultural Day — wear national         

  costume, bring food to share 

- Term ends 3pm 

Mon 29 April Term 1 begins 

1-3 May Team Kōhure Year (7/8) camp 

Wed 8 May - Jump Start 2.00pm 

- Assembly 2.15pm 

Order at 
new hall 
before 
school 



Principal’s Message  
Tēnā koutou katoa. Nau mai haere mai 

ki te kura Te Parito Kōwhai Russley.   

Welcome back after an extended week-

end as we begin our runup to the term 

holidays at the end of next week. 
 

Some background to Easter Tuesday 

for schools 

I heard some chat over the weekend 

about why Easter moves around and 

why schools sometimes have an extra 

day’s holiday, so here follows a little 

detail. Easter is a Christian celebration 

determined by the first spring full moon 

in the northern hemisphere. The Easter 

weekend is the first weekend after this 

moon. In New Zealand, a Tuesday 

school holiday was added to the Educa-

tion Act back in 1954 and it has re-

mained ever since. 
 

Easter 2025 (in school holidays) - April 

18 Good Friday, April 21 Easter Mon-

day;  

Easter 2026 (in school holidays) - April 

03 Good Friday, April 06 Easter Mon-

day. 

Easter 2027 will be even earlier than 

this year, with March 26 being Good 

Friday,  March 29 Easter Monday and 

March 30 Easter Tuesday for schools. 
 

Community Partnership meeting 

As mentioned, one of our school’s stra-

tegic goals this year is to ‘nurture com-

munity connections and partnerships’. 

The past few years have been challeng-

ing in various ways, and we must plan 

together to ensure we can carry on the 

great legacy that our school holds. 
 

There is a community meeting sched-

uled for Wednesday 10 April @ 6:30pm 

(one hour at most) in the breakout 

space of the new Year 7/8 classroom 

block, Te Ura. A cross-section of par-

ents have been approached as we try 

to gather a parent voice that reflects 

our school community, but it is an open 

invite to all parents and caregivers.  If 

you wish to attend, please rsvp by 

emailing teacher Tammy Reen at  

tammy.reen@russley.school.nz  
 

Finland Education and Principals’ PD 

Next week, I will be traveling to Scandi-

navia, using the last week of term and 

the school holidays for a mix of profes-

sional and personal experience. In par-

ticular, the Finnish education system 

has had some time in the international 

spotlight as a country with high-

achieving student outcomes. I will be 

joining some NZ principals and others 

from around the globe to observe how 

the Finnish system operates and learn 

about some of the increasing challeng-

es faced by Scandanavian schools. It 

will be an early preparation for winter 

with temperatures below 0° and 8°. 
 

Ngā mihi 
 

Greg Lewis  

Tumuaki | Principal  

principal@russley.school.nz  

 

The lads from Hawkins Construction wish to thank the ‘beautiful woman’ 

who made them a carrot cake. The anonymous gift was gratefully received 

but the builders are curious to know who you are so that they can say 

thank you! 

 

RUSSLEY 
HUG! 

  Hauora —  Healthy 

Te Kōhure (Year 7/8) Te Māhuri (Years 4-6)  Te Kākano (Years 0-3) 

Te Tohu Kōwhai Winners:   
Rayyan Shaikh   Piper Mackay     Yuven Thapa 

Leen Darwish, Ruben Shrestha, 

Genesis Tanielu Fuata’i, Jharred 

Jacinto, John Hussain Abbas,  

Chelsea Knotts, Liam Clark,  

Calvin Sanchez 

Mila-Rose Robertson, Lily Stack, 

Evie Kelly, Sunshine Shelford, 

Blake Thompson, Violet Cobb, 

Bernadette Surrey, Kahurangi 

Rongonui, Arabella O’Halloran, 

Jessica Pollard, Lucy Sparks, 

Nico Meek 

Kiash Bura, Iri Matsumoto, Amna 

Dawood, Rio Ito, Amaya Cheng, 

Dylan Pomeroy, Enzo Stack,  

Maya Sofijanic, William Holmes, 

Charlie Bellew, Adam El Sarraf, 

Zisan Kyuka, Henco Jansen van 

Rensburg, Amaiah Bhangu 

Swim Champions 
Congratulations to the following 

students who qualified to repre-

sent the North West Zone at last 

week's Primary Sports Canter-

bury Centrals swimming event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ayla Burgess 

Sophia Zhou 

Lilly Lan 

Natalia Wakelin 

James De Wit 

Hayden Reed 

Ben Pryor 

Duo Xu 

Porou Rongonui 

 

Special mention to Sophia who 

placed 2nd in 100m backstroke 

and 3rd in 100m freestyle. 

 

Assembly Postponed 
 

Due to the shortened timetable  

this week, today’s assembly  

has been pushed back a week to  

Wednesday 10 April.  
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Term 1, 2024 ends Fri 12 April 3.00pm 

Term 2, 2024 Mon 29 April to Fri 5 July 

Term 3, 2024  Mon 22 July to Fri 27 Sept 

Term 4, 2024  Mon 14 Oct to Fri 13 Dec 
 

Also closed on:  

ANZAC Day  Thurs 25 April (in holidays) 

King’s Birthday Mon 3 June 

Matariki  Fri 28 June (term time) 

Labour Day  Mon 28 October  

Cant’y Anniv. Fri 15 November 

Russley School Dates 2024 

Bus Fares Increase 
For students who travel to school by 

bus, please be aware that from 1 

May, 5-12-year-old's will no longer 

travel for free on public buses follow-

ing the government’s changes to its 

Community Connect concessions 

scheme. This is a nationwide change, 

decided by the new government. Chil-

dren 4 years old and under will contin-

ue to travel for free without a Metro-

card.  
 

Children 5-12 will need to top up their 

Metro cards to cover the $1 bus and 

$2 ferry concessions as part of the 

half-price Under-25 concession from 

May 1. Council had already planned 

for the continuation of the Under -25 

concession in its 2022/23 Annual 

Plan, as part of its flat fare trial.   
 

All other Metro concessions for Great-

er Christchurch will remain the same 

including Community Services Card 

holders, tertiary students, and Total 

Mobility customers. 
 

All Greater Christchurch Metro fares 

can be viewed here.    

 

 

 

UC’s Kiwi Exams 
English, Maths, Science,  

& Spelling Competitions 

Annual competitions in English, math-

ematics, science and spelling are 

open to children in Years 5-8. Each 

student may each enter one or more 

subjects. The cost is $9.90 per exam 

which needs to be paid to the school 

a/c. Tests will take place at school in 

the last 3 weeks of Term 2. To enter, 

please click this link. Closes 10 May. 

Wed  
10 April 
6.30pm 

Have a voice—join the conversation. 

International Competitions 

& Assessments (ICAS)  
Students in Years 4—8 who wish to 

sit this year’s ICAS tests may ask 

their parents to register and pay at 

the parent portal, click here and en-

ter the access code IQI921. Payment 

is to be made online at time of order-

ing. Students may enter one or sever-

al tests.  
 

Digital Tech. 5-9 August 

Writing  5-9 August 

English  12-16 August 

Science  19-23 August 

Spelling Bee 19-23 August 

Mathematics 26-30 August   
 

Closing date for entries is 29 July.  
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Community Notices Hornby Netball 

Vacancies for girls or boys:  

Year 3 (age 7) 

Year 5 (age 9) 

Year 8 (age 12)  

If interested, please contact 

hornby.netball@gmail.com. 

Also, if you are a parent 

interested in coaching Years 

5 - 8, we can support with 

junior coaching training at 

Christchurch Netball Centre.  

Hornby Hockey Juniors 

Girls and boys, Years 1-8,  

free pre-season fun ses-

sions for next 2 weeks. 

Whether you’ve been play-

ing for years, or never 

picked up a stick, come and 

join in. Thursdays 21, 28 

March, 4, 11 April 4.30-

5.30pm at Hornby Domain 

(Main South Rd). No cost!  

Karate At Russley   

5—13 years—Thursdays 

5pm - 6pm. Adults’ class 

Thursdays 6pm—7.30pm.   

hayden@takecontrol.co.nz  

Avonhead Kindergarten  

Preschoolers and  parents 

can enjoy our free stay-and-

play mornings, Thursdays 

930-1100am. Meet the 

friendly teachers while chil-

dren play. Spaces avail for 

children over 2 years old.  

20 hours free, then $3/

hour. 49 Staveley St.  

Ph 021 761 149. 

Dance Fitness Christchurch 

In the Russley School Hall 

on Mondays 7.00pm. Ph  

Gillian 021 821 260. 
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