Russley School Board of Trustees Community Consultation 2010

There were 32 responses to this survey that was implemented using the online survey programme “Survey Monkey”.

Curriculum Priorities

The Board is renewing its Strategic Plan.  It has identified the following priorities:

Literacy - digital as well as the usual reading and writing
Numeracy - geometry & measurement and statistics
Creativity - science, the Arts, Languages as well as innovation
Physical Education - skills, attitudes, general health and sports

1. Do you think the Board has identified the right priorities for ensuring our students future success?  93.9% Yes, 6.1% No
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2.  If answered 'Yes' to Question 1 please rank the 4 Priorities
Literacy, Numeracy, Creativity and PE.  The respondents ranked the Priorities in the order stated in the question.

Of the comments received a summary is below -

· Most commented that they were happy with the priorities as they stand, and that Reading, Writing and Maths are still top priority.

· A couple of comments suggested that they would like to see a bit more emphasis on performance skills, ie: dance, drama, and music
· One comment as quoted - “I think that is a really good balance. Literacy and numeracy are a global focus in education, but I think creativity and innovation are just as important. I also think PE is essential to provide balance in today's technological world where people are generally less active.”

· One suggestion was that Japanese, French or German would be of benefit if the students were to learn a 2nd language.   

Communication 

The Board has worked at improving communication and support for parents. This has been done in a variety of ways such as: -

· Numeracy Home/School Partnership meetings
· Information meetings for parents
· Development of the School Website with information about what is happening in the school as well as helpful sites to go to for supporting your student with their learning.
1. How well do you think this has helped you to find out what is happening in the school?  Very Effectively 50%, Somewhat Effectively 46.9%, Not very effectively 3.1%  (1 person).  3 people had not been to any of the home/school partnership meetings and 1 person had not looked at the website before this survey.
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2.  How well has this helped you to find out how you can support your student?  Very effectively 31.3%, Somewhat effectively 59.4%, not very effectively 9.4%
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3. Which of the following do you find useful? (Answer as many as you like)
· Home School Partnership Meetings

· Information Evenings

· School Website

· Fortnightly Newsletter

· Syndicate Newsletter

· Email
87.5% or 28 people rated the School Website and the School Newsletter very useful followed closely by Information Evening, Syndicate Newsletters, Home/School partnership meetings and Email.


[image: image4.wmf]Which of the following do you find useful?

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

School

Website

Fortnightly

Newsletter

Home/School

Partnership

Mtgs.

Information

Evenings

Syndicate

Newsletter

Email

Number of Respondents


4.  What suggestions do you have to ensure that the Board's Communication is as effective as it can be?  A summary of the responses is below.

· Most felt happy with the level of communication they already receive. 

·  Some asked for more surveys asking for parents’ thoughts.

· One requested more information on National Standards.

· Several respondents suggested using email as a communication tool.

· A couple of comments regarding the excellent communication and response from staff/principal when information is requested.  One commented that when talking with other parents they have all agreed this is the case for them too.

· Information evenings well received as commented by 2 respondents but 2 also said holding a meeting prior to 7.30pm proved difficult for those with small children, sport and a busy working life.

· 4 positive comments about the new website.

· One request for more notice of the information evenings.

· A request for more BOT newsletters, and BOT updates on the website and/or newsletter.

Values 

In 2008 the Board consulted with our community on our Values programme. Feedback identified the following Values as those that the community believed were the most important for our students; 

Respect/Manaakitanga, 
Honesty, 
Loyalty, 
Fairness/Tika, 
Co-operation/Porihanga, 
Environmental 
Self-Control. 

Since then the staff have identified Excellence/Hiranga, Oneness/Kotahitanga and Pride/Mana as worthy additions.
1. Do you think the original values are still the ones we should focus on?

Yes  93.8%, No  6.3%
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2. Do you agree with the additional staff suggestions? 

Yes  79.3%   No  20.7%
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3.  Are there any other values you think should be included in our Values programme?  75% of respondents said there were no other values they thought should be added to our values programme.

4.  Comments received about the Values programme are summarised below.

· 5 comments regarding the possible 3 additions.  4 agreed with Excellence, 3 agreed with Pride but not Excellence, (one felt this was covered in the End of Year Awards), a couple didn’t really know what ‘Oneness’ meant.

· 4 respondents felt the 7 existing values should stay the same, with no additions.

· Suggested additions over and above the ones suggested were: - Innovation, Motivation, Kindness/Caring, Happiness, Courage, Initiative, and Personal Responsibility.

· One suggested a ‘Spiritual Aspect’ should be considered if the School ever stopped the Christian Education programme.

· 4 respondents suggested that values should be taught and demonstrated at home first and foremost.  Two commented that if parents want the school to foster and encourage these values it needs to be a joint effort.

· One respondent very happy with the inclusion of Maori values, one questioned the need for the inclusion of Maori names alongside the values.

Sport

While ‘Sports’ is not a specific curriculum area, it is one of the seven areas of learning within the Health and Physical Education Curriculum.

Reflecting the developmental needs of our students, the emphasis for the Year 1-4 students is on participation and at Years 5-8 competitive sports become an additional focus.

Currently the Board allocates considerable resources to sports - it is the third largest curriculum budget after English and Maths. In addition it is allocated a considerable proportion of the available learning time.

In the last two years we have increased the sports that students can participate in. 

Sport choices at Russley include: -

Swimming Sports - School competitive and non competitive, Zones and Central.
Triathlon
Rhythmic Gymnastics
Winter Sport - including Rugby, Soccer, Hockey, Netball and Basketball
Winter Sport Interschool Exchange and Central Sports
Cross Country - School and Zones
Athletics - School, Zones and Central
Touch Rugby
Future Ferns Netball
Hip Hop
Orienteering
Jump Jam
Canterbury Cricket class PE sessions
Canterbury Softball class PE sessions

1.  In your view is the level of coverage of sporting opportunities at Russley adequate?   Yes 81.3%.  No 9.4% and 9.4% felt it was far too much.
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2. If the BOT were to consider adding further sporting opportunities to those already on offer at Russley, 6 people indicated they would be prepared to assist with managing a team, 3 to coach a team, 9 would be prepared to pay additional costs in order for these sports to be implemented and 3 would not be prepared to pay any additional costs.

· The majority felt the sports offered were adequate but would like to see better quality of sport on offer rather than quantity. (3 comments) They felt a lot of the sports on offer were merely advertised by the school but not officially ‘run’ by the school. (e.g. Touch Rugby) 

· One suggested a specialist sports co-ordinator so that teachers were not expected to ‘teach’ a sport if we were to promote sport more at school.  

· One suggested that they believed primary school should foster an interest in sport as there was plenty of opportunity for participation outside of the school environment.

· Swimming sports should be available to all students not just those that are able swimmers.  Float board events for the less able to enable them the opportunity to experience competition. Even allowing these students to attend as spectators would be sufficient. (2 comments relating to this)
· Most agreed swimming was an essential life skill and this should receive top priority.

· One felt the addition of dance would be beneficial.

· A couple wondered that with Sport being the third largest curriculum budget were other areas missing out on funding?  One would rather this money be put into Arts and Science.

· One suggestion was that Friday afternoons be dedicated to sport all year, either individual or team sports.  Team sports could be inter school at each other’s grounds so we are not dictated by council ground closures.

· Team sports are good for primary age children to develop team skills and facilitate pride in their school, a sense of belonging.

· Should money be spent on providing transport to sport that students compete/participate in?  Should parents cover this cost and the money from the school be used for specialist coaching?
· Sport is important especially for boys in Years 6/7/8 – it is a hinge for their success and enjoyment.

General Comments

· After a long association with the school one respondent felt the character of the school was changing but their children remain happy and have fantastic teachers.

· A suggestion for more support in the classroom during maths/reading activities to reach every child.

· Comments thanking the school for dealing with bullying issues and to continue to do so.  A suggestion that a teacher be in attendance at both gates after school each day.

· One suggested that parents should be encouraged and supported to come into the classroom every week to check their children’s books and progress.

· One respondent asked if Board members could be more visible around the school to talk to parents so they can obtain a parent’s point of view of the school.  (The BOT has 11 members - 8 ‘parent’ representatives, our Principal, a Teacher Rep and a Minutes Secretary)
· Could the Principal be more visible?  Maybe at the gate once a week?

· Most said they were very happy with the school, their children felt safe and happy and they appreciated the opportunity to respond.

· A comment of dissatisfaction regarding the after school programme – (this is not run by the school but a private business)

· Comments regarding the ease of use of this type of survey and to please use this again.

· Several “Thank Yous” for the work done by the BOT, Principal and all staff.

· Thanks to the BOT for the work you do and the new hall will really change the look of the school. 

The Board would like to thank you – our School Community - for taking the time to respond to this survey.  Your feedback is important to us.

Debbie Vuleta

Russley School Board of Trustees
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