Report to Board of Trustees, September 2011

PLAYGROUND SURVEY RESULTS
The playground survey was based on a design developed by 

The Resource Teacher Learning and Behaviour (RTLB).

	Students identified the things working well in the playground were:

· All classes identified that being able to play with all ages yet still have separate areas was great.
· All classes identified the playground was a safe positive place where students play fair, are friendly, there was no bullying and everyone can have fun.
· A number of classes like that there was no bullying.
· They liked that there was lots of space, a range of grass and courts, lots of equipment, colour, a variety of activities and games.
· The seniors liked the common room and that they could use the juniors adventure playground on Fridays.
· One class liked that we had no busy road by the school.
· One liked the stone playground.
· People respected the playground.


	The things they didn’t think were working well were:

The most frequently identified issue was:

· The stone area – they felt the stones get in everything / everywhere.

· Some felt some gear was too low.

· Others felt some gear was too high.

· Several classes said not all students look after or share the gear, throwing bark or breaking sports gear.

· One class said the monkey bars get hot.

· One said the ground was hard.

· One said the playground should be covered.

· One felt there was damage after the weekend e.g. graffiti or tangled ropes.

· A couple of pieces of equipment were identified as needing updating or colour.

· One class felt the students needed to be shown how to use the equipment properly.
· One child said they didn’t like bullying (further investigation revealed this child hadn’t seen bullying at school but wouldn’t like it if they did).

· One senior class said some groups needed to make sure they didn’t get exclusive.



	Things students wished were included:

A huge range of equipment – most commonly identified:

· Flying fox  

· Spider web like Spencer Park 

· Inground trampolines
· Swings

· Slide   
· Seesaw

· More equipment e.g. moon hoppers

· Climbing walls / rock walls
· Mini soccer / rugby goals
· Teacher reading stories

· Whiteboards so students can do work outside

In addition there were requests for:

· Clarifying rules to everyone

· Continuation of electronics at lunchtime


	Students thought the duty teacher was there to:

· Watch over them and keep them safe.

· Help you if you needed it.

· Help you if you hurt yourself.

· Supervise eating lunch.

· Stop litter.

· Sort out naughty students.

· Make sure we have fun.

· Play with us.

· Help us if we haven’t got anyone to play with.

· Give out reward cards.

· Support the mediators.

· Make sure we follow the Russley Values.



	Parents Survey

Liked

· The majority of parents felt the playground was large, had lots of varied equipment and space for students to develop upper body strength, play on and develop a variety of skills.

· Many thought it was great to have shared spaces and separate areas.

· A number liked the junior playground / fields / brick wall.

· Some said they liked that it was away from busy roads.

· Many thought it was fine as it is, was colourful and offered lots for students to do and enjoy.



	Didn’t Like

There was a range of differing opinions with many saying there was nothing they didn’t like but the most frequently identified things that parents didn’t like was:
· A few said the playground was too old.
· The stones were a nuisance – got into shoes / pockets etc.
· Some specific pieces of equipment e.g. one said the great wall was dangerous for young children and another said the small wooden bridge as juniors got their feet stuck in it.
· One thought the playground was dark and too shaded.
· A few didn’t like the bark.
· One didn’t like wood as it can splinter.
· One wanted students to be allowed to climb trees.
· Several didn’t think there were enough challenging activities for Years 7/8.

	Wanted:
Many parents felt the playground was fine as it is.  Of those who wanted changes the ideas included:

· More equipment.
· More challenging activities / playground e.g. rock climbing walls / ground level trampolines / swings / slides / stepping stones / golf course / bouncy castle / tennis courts / cricket pitch and nets / bigger sand pit and toys / 10 pin bowling alley – though several said there could be safety issues for some of these ideas.
· More challenges especially for Year 7/8 and some easier activities for new entrants.

· Swimming pool.

· Murals – more colour.

· Cover over the junior area.

· Markings on the football field.

· More games like elastics.

· Decent long jump pit.

· More court areas and access to hall for basketball / volleyball and badminton.
· And my favourite suggestion was a mini maze with a teacher posted in the middle for those who get lost.



	Role to Duty Teacher:
Most parents felt the duty teacher’s role was to make sure the playground was a safe, happy place and to join in with students / help them play well together.




	Teachers Survey

What teachers liked about our school playground included:

Overwhelmingly almost all teachers liked the positive atmosphere in the playground –

· Students help each other.

· They play across all ages.

· There is lots of space.

· Peer mediators are working well.

· Buddy class relationships helping.

· Common room working well.

· Notebook system picks up any persistent issues.


	A few teachers noted that there were lots of games and the existing adventure playgrounds are well used.

· Student organised games were evident.
· Teachers were interacting and playing games with students more often.



	What teachers thought was not working well in the playground:
Overwhelmingly the staff identified that students did not know how to use the equipment and did not look after it.  There were other issues identified by one or two:

· There was a need for more 4 square areas.
· Some students were playing in cloak rooms.
· The field / halls were under utilised.
· More seating needed in winter.
· Concrete areas get congested on wet days.
· Need for more age appropriate equipment.
· Not complete consistency amongst teachers in applying the rules and expectations.
· Juniors tend to play alongside rather than with others.
· The occasional isolate noted.


	What do teachers think is happening in our playground?
All staff reflected that:

· Students are safe and happy and play considerably well together in our playground.

· Teachers are interacting / playing more with students.

· Students are using up energy, having fun and inventing games.

· Playing amongst the trees is popular.



	What needs to be explored?
First priority is developing a programme for teaching students:

· Appropriate use of various pieces of equipment.
· Variety of playground games / rules.
· Care of equipment.
· Rotating equipment / activities.
· Plus develop an effective system for storage, distribution, collection, purchase and maintenance of equipment.
Then the priorities seem to be:

· Develop more organised games and activities (possibly senior led).
· Explore more age appropriate equipment.

· More seating or other options i.e. eating inside.

· Passive recreation area for timid students (though the library is open at lunchtimes).

· New surface on stone playground.

· Hats all year.

· Clarify understanding amongst teachers of rules and duty teacher’s role.



	Duty
Teachers Like:

· Sunny days – vitamin d, getting a tan.
· Seeing and interacting with different students in a different setting.
· Playing games with other students.
· Rarely any issues.

	Duty

Teachers Don’t Like:

· Inside / wet / cold duty.
· When they have lots of other lunch time responsibilities, coaching etc, plus duty.  It can mean a week without any lunch hour.
· Sorting out issues with time pressure though this year’s professional development has helped.
· Tales.

· When next duty teacher is late.

· At times an area seems too big for one teacher.

· Reinforcing rules that don’t make sense e.g. hat on cloudy day in term 4 and not on a sunny day in term 3.



	Role of Duty Teacher:

· Have a preventative presence.
· Roam widely and play or start games with students.
· Help identify / resolve issues quickly.
· Manage emergencies.
· Notice students having difficulties e.g. left out.
· Facilitate restorative justice conversations.
· Give positive feedback to students for appropriate play.
· Get to know new students.
· Ensure students eat properly.


	What teachers think students think the duty teacher’s role is:

· Sort out / deal to “naughty students”.
· Keep them safe.
· Help if they are hurt.
· Ensure they eat their lunch.
· Give reward cards.
· Talk to students.



	Conclusion:

There is clear evidence the playground is a happy, safe and busy place in which students can play freely and develop upper body strength, balance, ball and motor skills.

There seems to be a need to update the equipment and students can be involved in this planning and selection.

There is definitely a need to establish efficient storage, issuing, retrieval and use of equipment and to teach students how to use it well.




Another court area


Playhouse





Green bin for scraps


More seating


More colour


Water fountain


Mini golf course


Tree fort / maze


Allowed to climb trees


Cricket pitch











